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BLUE PLANET FOUNDATION'S RESPONSE TO THE 
NATIONAL REGULATORY RESEARCH INSTITUTE'S 
INFORMATION REQUESTS DATED MARCH 16, 2009 

Blue Planet Foundation ("Blue Planet"), by and through its attorneys Schlack ito 

Lockwood Piper & Elkind, hereby responds to the National Regulatory Research Institute's 

Information Requests dated March 16, 2009. 

VII. IRs to Blue Planet Foundation and other parties contributing to the Schedule FiT 

1. Please provide all documentation, calculations, and other analysis supporting 
the specific rates proposed on pages 4-9 of the Schedule FiT attached to Blue 
Planet's Opening Statement. 

RESPONSE: 

The Schedule FIT attached to Blue Planet's initial Statement of Position filed 

February 25, 2009 ("Blue Planet SOP") did not include any rates, i.e., the columns for rates were 

left blank. Accordingly, Blue Planet has no documentation, calculations, or other analysis 

supporting specific rates submitted by other Intervenor Parties in this proceeding. As stated in 

the Blue Planet SOP: 

With regard to rates under the table columns labeled "Feed-in 
Tariff Rate (0/kW hour)" on pages 4-9, Blue Planet respectfiilly 
reserves the right to comment on rates in the further course of this 
proceeding. In general. Blue Planet favors rates targeted to ensure 
that the primary policy objective of the Energy Agreement is 



Id. 

achieved. Such rates may be equivalent to the rates established in 
the German feed-in Tariff See KEMA Repoil at 56-57. 

1. To the extent that the specific rates proposed on pages 4-9 of the Schedule 
FiT attached to Blue Planet's Opening Statement are based on feed-in tariffs 
in other places, please describe: 

RESPONSE: 

RESPONSE: 

a. Which FiTs arc being utilized for each of the proposed FiT rates. 

Please see response to Information Request VII. 1. above. 

b« Whether the proposed FiTs are the same as those elsewhere, save use 
of dollars instead of Euros. Please provide the exchange rate used to 
make such calculations. 

Please see response to Information Request VII.l, above. 

C. The basis for any non-exchange rate adjustments from the FiT rates 
elsewhere. 

RESPONSE: 

stalement: 

Please see response to Information Request VII.l. above. 

According to pages 10 and I I of the Schedule FiT attached to the opening 

"Requests for interconnection of Renewable Energy Generating 
Facilities under this Schedule shall he administered on a first-
ready, first-to-intcrconnect basis, modeled after the queuing 
procedures proposed hy the Midwest Independent Transmission 
System Operator. Inc. ("Midwest ISO") and conditionally 
accepted hy the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission. See 124 
FERCTI61, 183, Midwest Independent Transmission System 
Operator, Inc.. Docket No. EROS-1168-000. Order Conditionally 
Accepting Tariff Revisions and Addressing Queue Reform, August 
25 .20908-



3* Please explain why the queuing procedures in Midwest ISO are preferable to 
those of other transmission organizations. Please list the essential elements of 
the Midwest ISO queuing procedures that you support Hawaii adopting. 

RESPONSE: 

The queuing procedures in the Midwest ISO are preferable because they avoid the 

disadvantages of alternative queuing procedures under which (i) the queue is on a first come, 

first-served procedures for each technology type, subject to annual and size limits determined by 

the utility, with fixed 12-month or 24-month project operation deadlines depending on 

technology type and project si/e. (ii) the project loses its place in the queue if it does not achieve 

operation by the deadline, (iii) multiple queues for each technology type by annual limit and size 

limit are established, (iv) there is a random queuing of viable projects behind non-viable projects 

for up to 24 or more months based on date of application, and (v) viable projects that either fail 

to meet an arbitrary 12-month or 24-month deadline or fail to pay the additional fee to stay 

behind the non-viable projects are dismissed. 

The essential elements of the Midwest ISO that Blue Planet supports the adoption 

of include (i) first-ready-to-interconnect, first-served queuing procedure, (ii) pre-queue system 

planning and analysis phase, (iii) system impact restudy, (iv) fee to enter the definitive planning 

stage covers the restudy cost with unpaid balances returned to the customer, (v) technical data 

and milestones required for entry into definitive planning phase, (vi) demonstration of 

completion of additional substantive milestones prior to commencement of the utility's facilities 

study, and (vi) force majeurc-only suspension of interconnection agreement. 

According to page 10 of the Schedule FiT attached to Blue Planet Foundation 's 

Opening Statement, you support the term for FiT agreements to be 20 years for all eligible 

renewable energy technology. 



4. Why is 20 years the appropriate time period for FiT agreements? Provide all 
underlying calculations, workpapers, reports or other information 
supporting FiT agreements lasting 20 years. 

RESPONSE: 

During the March 18-19, 2009 Technical Conference and Settlement Discussions, 

it was agreed that the standard term for a Schedule FIT Agreement should be twenty years for all 

eligible renewable resources, provided that appropriate evidence is presented to support this 

length of term as consistent with the average expected life of each eligible resource. 

Consistent with the foregoing, it is noted that the Joint Proposal' and Straw Tariff̂  

submitted by the HECO Companies"* and the Consumer Advocate"* propose a term of twenty 

years for solar photovoltaic systems. Joint Proposal at 13, Straw Tariff at 2. The consultant 

report the HECO Companies and Consumer Advocate submitted in support of their Joint 

Proposal states that, "[b]ased on recent contracting experience in Hawaii including HECO's 

power purchase agreement for the Archer Substation PV project, a 20 year term is proposed for 

newly installed PV systems." KEMA, Inc., "HECO Feed-in Program Plan" (Dec. 2008) at 33. 

Under German FIT legislation, renewable energy technologies are "paid a premium rate that is 

designed to generate a reasonable profit for investors over a 20-year term." D. Hinrichs, Feed-in 

Tariff Case Studies: A White Paper in Support of The Hawaii Clean Energy Initiative at 7 

(emphasis added), see also id. at 21 (Ontario, Canada FIT has 20-year term), id. at 24 (2008 U.S. 

national FIT legislation proposed 20-year contracts); id. at 25 (California FIT allows choice of 

20-year contract); id. at 25-27 (Michigan, Minnesota and Hawaii propose 20-year FIT contracts); 

"Joint Proposal on Feed-in Tariffs of the HFCO Companies and Consumer Advocate" dated Dec. 23. 2008 ("Joint 
Proposal"). 
~ On January !5, 2009. HHCO distributed draft versions of its proposed Schedule Ml Tariff, Schedule FIT 
Agreement (Appendix I), Schedule FIT Overview (Appendix II), and Schedule III Program Overview (Appendix 
III) to the intervenor parties in "straw formal" ("Straw Tariff), ti-niail from M. Chun (HECO) to Intervenor Parties 
dated Jan, 15.2009. 

Hawaiian Llectric Company. Inc.; Maui Iilectric Company. Limited; and Hawaii Llectric Light Company. Inc. 



id. at 33 (20-year contract term is one of two factors driving success of Germany's and Spain's 

FITs); P. Gipe, Renewable Energy Policy Mechanisms (Feb. 17, 2006) at 23 ("Typical 

Renewable Tariff Contract Length" table with 20-year contract tenns). 

DATED: Honolulu, Hawaii, March 30, 2009. 

DOUGLAS A. CODIGA 
Attorney for Blue Planet Ht̂ undation 

"* State of Hawaii Division of Consumer Advocacy of the Depailment of Commerce and Consumer Affairs. 
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I HEREBY CERTIFY that on this date a copy of the foregoing document was 

duly served upon the following individuals by placing a copy of same in the United States Mail, 

postage prepaid, or by electronic mail, as follows: 

CATHERINE P. AWAKUNI 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
DEPT, OF COMMERCE & CONSUMER AFFAIRS 
DIVISION OF CONSUMER ADVOCACY 
P.O. Box 541 
Honolulu. HI 96809 

DEAN MATSUURA 
MANAGER 
REGULATORY AFFAIRS 
HAWAIIAN ELECTRIC COMPANY, INC. 
P.O. Box 2750 
Honolulu. HI 96840-0001 

JAY IGNACIO 
PRESIDENT 
HAWAII ELECTRIC LIGHT COMPANY, INC. 
P.O.Box 1027 
Hilo. HI 96721-1027 

2 copies by U.S. Mail and 
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Electronic Service 

Electronic Service 



EDWARD L. REINHARDT Electronic Service 
PRESIDENT 
MAUL ELECTRIC COMPANY, LTD. 
P. O. Box 398 
Kahului, HI 96732 

THOMAS W. WILLIAMS. JR.. ESQ. Electronic Service 
PETER Y. KIKUTA. ESQ. 
DAMON L. SCHMIDT, ESQ. 
GOODSILL. ANDERSON QUINN & STIFEL 
Alii Place, Suite 1800 
1099 Alakea Street 
Honolulu. HI 96813 
Counsel for HECO Companies 

ROD S. AOKI, ESQ. Electronic Service 
ALCANTAR & KAHL LLP 
120 Montgomery Street, Suite 2200 
San Francisco, CA 94104 
Counsel for HECO Companies 

THEODORE PECK Electronic Service 
DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS, ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT, 
AND TOURISM 
State Office Tower 
235 South Beretania Street, Room 501 
Honolulu. HI 96813 

ESTRELLA SEESE Electronic Service 
DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS, ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT. 
AND TOURISM 
State Office Tower 
235 South Beretania Street, Room 501 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

MARK J. BENNETT, ESQ. Electronic Service 
DEBORAH DAY EMERSON, ESQ. 
GREGG J. KINKLEY, ESQ. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
425 Queen Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
Counsel For DBEDT 



CARRIE K.S. OKINAGA, ESQ. Electronic Service 
GORDON D. NELSON. ESQ. 
DEPT. OF THE CORPORATION COUNSEL 
CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU 
530 South King Street, Room 110 
Honolulu. HI 96813 
Counsel for City and County of Honolulu 

LINCOLN S.T. ASHIDA, ESQ. Electronic Service 
WILLIAM V. BRILHANTE JR., ESQ. 
MICHAEL J. UDOVIC, ESQ. 
DEPT. OF THE CORPORATION COUNSEL 
COUNTY OF HAWAII 
101 Aupuni Street. Suite 325 
Hilo. HI 96720 
Counsel for County of Hawaii 

MR. HENRY Q CURTIS Electronic Service 
MS. KAT BRADY 
LIFE OF THE LAND 
76 North King Street, Suite 203 
Honolulu. HI 96817 

MR. CARL FREEDMAN Electronic Service 
HAIKU DESIGN & ANALYSIS 
4234 Hana Highway 
Haiku, HI 96708 

MR. WARREN S. BOLLMEIER II Electronic Service 
PRESIDENT 
Hawaii Renewable Energy Alliance 
46-040 Konane Place, #3816 
Kaneohe, HI 96744 

MR. MARK DUDA Electronic Service 
PRESIDENT 
HAWAII SOLAR ENERGY ASSOCIATION 
P.O. Box 37070 
Honolulu. HI 96837 

MR. RILEY SAITO Electronic Service 
THE SOLAR ALLIANCE 
73-1294 Awakea Street 
Kailua-Kona, HI 96740 



MR. JOEL K. MATSUNAGA Electronic Service 
HAWAII BIOENERGY, LLC 
737 Bishop Street, Suite 1860 
Pacific Guardian Center, Mauka Tower 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

KENT D. MORIHARA. ESQ. Electronic Service 
KRIS N. NAKAGAWA. ESQ. 
SANDRA L. WILHIDE. ESQ. 
MORIHARA LAU & FONG LLP 
841 Bishop Street, Suite 400 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
Counsel for Hawaii Bioenergy, LLC 

MR. THEODORE E. ROBERTS Electronic Service 
SEMPRA GENERATION 
101 Ash Street, Hq. 12 
San Diego. CA 92101 

MR. CLIFFORD SMITH Electronic Service 
MAUI LAND & PINEAPPLE COMPANY, INC. 
P.O. Box 187 
Kahului. HI 96733 

KENT D. MORIHARA, ESQ. Electronic Service 
KRIS N. NAKAGAWA, ESQ. 
SANDRA L. WILHIDE, ESQ. 
MORIHARA LAU & FONG LLP 
841 Bishop Street, Suite 400 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
Counsel for Maui Land & Pineapple Company, Inc. 

MR. ERIK KVAM Electronic Service 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
BLUE PLANET LEASING LLC 
2800 Woodlawn Drive, Suite 131 
Honolulu. HI 96822 

MR. JOHN N. REI Electronic Service 
SOPOGY INC. 
2660 Waiwai Loop 
Honolulu, HI 96819 



GERALD A. SUMIDA, ESQ. 
TIM LUI-KWAN, ESQ. 
NATHAN C. NELSON. ESQ. 
CARLSMITH BALL LLP 
ASB Tower, Suite 2200 
1001 Bishop Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
Counsel for Hawaii Holdings, LLC, dba First Wind 
Hawaii 

Electronic Service 

MR. CHRIS MENTZEL 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
CLEAN ENERGY MAUI LLC 
619 Kupulau Drive 
Kihei. HI 96753 

Electronic Service 

HARLAN Y. KIMURA, ESQ. 
Central Pacific Plaza 
220 South King Street, Suite 1660 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
Counsel for Tawhiri Power LLC 

Electronic Service 

SANDRA-ANN Y.H. WONG, ESQ. 
Attorney At Law, A Law Corporation 
1050 Bishop Street. #514 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
Counsel for Alexander & Baldwin, Inc., through its 
division, Hawaiian Commercial & Sugar Company 

Electronic Service 

DATED: Honolulu, Hawaii, March 30, 2009. 

DOUGLAS A.CODIG 
Attorney for Blue Plan oundation 


